
Morning Worship 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 

July 23, 2017, 10:00 a.m. 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

As the Prelude begins, we invite you into a period of quiet reflection  
as we gather as a community and prepare our hearts to worship God. 

PRELUDE Prelude in a minor Benedetto Marcello (1686-1739) 
 Toccata in a minor Jan Pieter Sweelinck (1562-1621) 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you.    

INTROIT  I Want Jesus to Walk with Me African-American Spiritual 

* CALL TO WORSHIP   Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl 

One: O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and 
when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 

Many: You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my 
ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely. 

One: Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. 
Many: See if there is any hurtful way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 
All:  Let us worship God. 

* HYMN  This is My Father’s World No. 293 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

Insolently we turn against you, God of truth.  When we follow those desires that 
control us; when we live for ourselves, shutting off the gifts of those around us; 
when we think we do not need to share love, hope, peace with others, we reveal that 
we are no different than those we so easily condemn or exclude. 

Yet, as with them, you have chosen to adopt us as your children, God-who-stands-
with-us, forgiving us and making us inheritors with Jesus of your grace and joy.  So 
lead us by the Spirit, that we might follow Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, into 
creation which groans for love and healing. Hear now our silent confessions.   
(silence) 

Leader:  Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
redeemer.  Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

Please silence all communication devices in the Sanctuary. 
* Please stand as you are able. 



* RESPONSE OF PRAISE   Gloria Patri No. 567 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. Amen. Amen. 

LISTENING 

We listen for the word of God through song, Scripture, and preaching. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Lanier (Lanie) Abigail Bolick 
 Mack Nathaniel Bolick  
 Children of Heather and Darin Bolick 

 Amy Zagora, Representing the Session 

ANTHEM The Church’s One Foundation Samuel Wesley/Mark Hayes 
 Audrey McConnell, piano 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP   Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

As the children ages four years through third grade gather and recess to the Chapel for 
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to join in singing: 

What does the Lord require of you?  What does the Lord require of you? 
To seek justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.  

Congregation:  The peace of Christ be with you. 
Children:  And also with you. 

What does the Lord require of you?  What does the Lord require of you? 
To seek justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with your God. 

The children will return to join their families at the Doxology. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   Dr. Brown 

READING FROM THE GOSPELS  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 Pew Bible pp. 14-15 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 SERMON    Forebearance Dr. Brown 

RESPONDING 

We respond to the hearing of God’s word through affirmation, offering, prayers. 

* HYMN  Bringing in the Sheaves (see insert) 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH From: Confession of 1967 - 9.54 
 Rebecca Guzman 

Biblical visions and images of the rule of Christ, such as a heavenly city, the 
household of God, a new heaven and earth, a marriage feast, and an unending day 
culminate in the image of the kingdom. The kingdom represents God’s triumph over 



all that resists the divine will and disrupts God’s creation.  Already God’s reign is 
present as a ferment in the world, stirring hope in all people and preparing the world 
to receive its ultimate judgment and redemption.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Rebecca Guzman 

. . . “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.” Amen. 

OFFERTORY In His Time Diane Ball/Carl Seal 

 “In His time, in His time, 
He makes all things beautiful in His time. 

Lord, please show me every day, 
as You’re teaching me Your way, 

that You do just what You say in Your time.” 

Audrey McConnell, piano 

* DOXOLOGY  No. 592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)   Dr. Brown 

Your steadfast love is but one of the many gifts you pour into us.  Our offerings are 
but a part of the ways in which we can serve you and your people.  Bless them, and 
bless us, to ministries of healing and hope.  Amen. 

 * HYMN  God Be with You Till We Meet Again No. 540 

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  Dr. Brown 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Dr. Brown 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 

 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, I can feel his mighty power and his 
grace. I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face. Surely the 
presence of the Lord is in this place.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE  Lord Jesus, Sun of Graces  Johann G. Walther  
  (1684-1748) 

 

 

 



Worship Notes 

Please sign the Friendship Register as it is passed.  To update contact information in our database, 
contact smpcoffice@smpchome.org. 

MOBILE GIVING:  As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may give via credit card 
from your mobile device at www.SMPChome.org/GiveOnline. 

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God by the Brent McAnally Family. 

The Session of South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church will meet July 30 at 11:15 a.m. in the 
Chapel to receive new members.  If you have interest in membership, please speak to one of the 
pastors following today’s service.  

Summer Children’s Worship:  All children ages 4 through 3rd grade are invited to Children’s 
Worship at the 10:00 am worship service.  If you would like for your four- or five-year-old to be 
taken to Room 10 (nursery) following Children’s Worship instead of returning to the 
Sanctuary, simply place a blue band on their wrist.  Bands can be found at the Children’s 
Worship Bags Station, the Connection Center, or by asking an Usher or Greeter.  If you do not 
place a band on your child’s wrist, they will return to the Sanctuary with the older children. 

Worship Teams  
Deacons/Elders:  Sheila & Brent McAnally, Amy Zagora 
Ushers: Brett Thompson, Head Usher; Don Ayers, Bob Cushman, Dick Engle, David Harris, 
Linda Thompson 

A/V: Kari Case 

Hospitality Teams 
Connection Center:  Mary Elledge 
Coffee Grounds Hosts:  Ellen & Robert Clark, Emily Williams 

 

We invite you to take home your SMPC Weekly as a reference to future opportunities to become 
more engaged in the life of our faith community. 

 
Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor (matt@smpchome.org) 

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation (rebecca@smpchome.org) 
Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality & Connection (nancy@smpchome.org) 

Freda H. Smith, Church Administrator (freda@smpchome.org) 
Audrey McConnell, Director of Music (audrey.mcconnel@gmail.com) 
Donna Rogers, Director of Communications (donna@smpchome.org) 

Carol Watkins, Director of SMPC Preschool (carol.watkins@smpchome.org) 
Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry (jessica@smpchome.org) 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator (mkzagora@smpchome.org) 
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